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< NYNOPL T

ACT 1
Prologue - Gatsby is seen looking over the water in darkness,
towards the green light on Daisy's dock.

Scene 1 - Daisy Buchanan and her friend Jordan Baker are
having a tipsy afternoon. Tom, Daisy's wealthy husband,
appears briefly and lectures them about the decadent state of
society. They tease him and he leaves - to go see his mistress
Myrtle Wilson. After Tom leaves, Jordan tells Daisy about the
opulent parties she has attended at a mansion across the bay.
Daisy is shaken when she learns it is the home of Jay Gatsby,
her former love. Jordan tells Daisy that Gatsby has invited them
to lunch. Daisy is deeply moved and disturbed by this twist of
fate.

Scene 2 - Tom and Myrtle meet for an encounter at a New York
hotel. Encouraged by Tom, Myrtle sings an aria mocking her
husband George, a poor mechanic. George suspects Myrtle is
having an affair and has announced they are soon moving away.
Myrtle pleads for Tom to take her away and is outraged at his
hesitation to do so. Tom leaves angrily.

Scene 3 - Daisy sings of her love affair with Gatsby, five years
earlier. Gatsby was at that time a poor young man looking for a
future.

Scene 4 - Gatsby nervously welcomes Daisy and Jordan to his
home. On a pre-arranged cue, Jordan slips away, leaving
Gatsby and Daisy to their blissful tender reunion. They sing of



how "only the wind and waves knew" they were waiting for each
other.

ACT 2 (towards the end of summer)

Scene 1 - George Wilson, depressed and downtrodden, has
discovered a necklace given to Myrtle by Tom. He sings of his
resentment of the wealthy who "take what they want and don't
pay". Myrtle arrives and is confronted by George, who
announces they are leaving in two days, and that she is to stay
home until then.

Scene 2 - Tom, Daisy, and Jordan are awaiting Gatsby at a
hotel. Tom is to finally meet Gatsby and has done some
investigating about him in the meantime and suspects he is a
criminal. Daisy is in a state of very bad nerves. Jordan sings a
quasi-humourous, quasi-sad aria about what to do with all the
time that lies ahead of youth. Gatsby arrives, and after some
forced polite conversation, Tom challenges Gatsby about what
he is up to with Daisy. Tempers begin to flare and Daisy
becomes very upset. Finally Gatsby tells Tom that Daisy doesn't
love him and never did - that she only married Tom because
Gatsby was poor at the time and went away to seek his destiny.
Tom appeals to Daisy who says, after some tortured moments,
that she did love Tom once but that she loved Gatsby too.
Gatsby is stunned and upset by her confession, but insists to
Tom that Daisy will be coming with him and leaving Tom. Tom is
so certain that, despite the summer affair with Gatsby, Daisy
will not leave him, that he kicks Gatsby out, calling him a crook,
and sarcastically demands he take Daisy home. As Daisy and
Gatsby leave, she asks to drive the car as it will calm her down.

Scene 3 - George is in a state of shock in the road in front of
his garage. (As Daisy and Gatsby sped in the dark past Wilson's



garage, they fatally struck Myrtle, who had just at that moment
escaped from the house after George had locked her in.) Tom
arrives on the scene, and after recovering from the shock of
learning about Myrtle's death, tells George, who is
threateningly brandishing a pistol, that, based on the
description, it was Gatsby's car. George leaves into the night
on foot.

Scene 4 - Back at his mansion, Gatsby expresses his confidence
that he will see that Daisy has no trouble from the road
accident. He says he will fix everything, as he always does. As
well, he will wait forever for Daisy to come to him - she had
expressed her love for even to her own husband. Gatsby stands
by the dark water, gazing longingly towards Daisy's home and
singing of how the past and the future will be one - as George
slowly emerges from the background and shoots him, before
taking his own life.



