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A band of Romani has pitched its tents for the night on the bank of
a river. Beneath a pale moon, they light campfires, prepare a meal
and sing of the freedom of their nomadic existence.

The Old Man tells a story. Long ago, he loved Mariula who deserted
him for another man, leaving behind Zemfira, their daughter.
Zemfira is now grown up, has her own child, and lives with Aleko, a
Russian minor aristocrat who has abandoned civilization for the
Romani life.

Hearing this story, Aleko is outraged that Zemfira's father took no
revenge on Mariula. But Zemfira disagrees. For her, as for her
mother, love is free, and she herself has already tired of Aleko's
possessiveness and now loves a younger Romani, one of her own
people.

After dances for the women and the men, the Romani settle down
to sleep. Zemfira appears with her young lover, whom she kisses
passionately. Aleko enters and Zemfira taunts him, singing about
her wild lover. Alone, Aleko broods on the catastrophe of his
relationship with Zemfira and the failure of his attempt to flee the
ordinary world.

As dawn comes, he surprises Zemfira and her lover together. In a
torment of jealousy he kills them both. All the Romani gather,
disturbed by the noise. Led by Zemfira's father, they spare Aleko's
life but cast him out from them forever.

New Opera Lyra acknowledges that our performance this evening is on the unceded,
unsurrendered Territory of the Anishinaabe Algonquin Nation whose presence here
reaches back to time immemorial. We honour their long history of welcoming many
Nations to this beautiful territory and uphold and uplift the voice and values of our
Host Nation.



